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Years ago, as I was attending a church assembly, I was excited by the fact that the focus of this 
gathering was on discipleship.  Obviously, discipleship is the central theme of the New 
Testament, as in Matthew 28:19, the church is literally told to “Go and make disciples.” But in 
some corners of American Christianity, it seems that our time and energies are spent on 
creating church members and keeping them happy.  The church growing and making disciples, 
a truly refreshing thought! 
 
During one of the assembly breaks as I was milling around the hotel foyer, I encountered a 
man and struck up a conversation.  He was a farmer from the Midwest who loved his church 
and would do anything for it.  But what was most revealing about our connection was his 
questioning about the emphasis on discipleship.  He said, “I’m a farmer. How am I able to be a 
disciple of Jesus in this profession?”   Wow!  What an astute question.   How are we able to 
personally grow and share Christ with others in our daily lives?   The answer is Vocational 
Discipleship.  Literally, we are being called by God to be his priests and ministers in daily living. 
 
In I Peter 2:9 it is written: 
 
           “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
  a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
  excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
  marvelous light.” 
 
What do you think it means to be a “priest” for Jesus in this world? 
 
 
Does this realization bring you joy or fear?  Why? 
 
 
As baptized believers of Jesus Christ, we are a part of the “Priesthood of All Believers.”  After 
Jesus baptism, as he was called out into the wilderness to tangle with the devil (the beginning 
of his public ministry), it’s through our own baptisms that we are literally ordained, called out 
into the world to make Christ known to our neighbors.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please read and discuss the following texts: 
 

• Exodus 19:6- 
 
 

• Matthew 5:14-16- 
 
 

• Ephesians 2:10- 
 

 

• Galatians 2:20- 
 

 

• Hebrews 13:15-16- 
 

 

• Revelations 1:5-6- 
 
 
 

It All Starts with Vocation 
 

When I was on my pastoral internship, one of the members of the congregation where I was 
serving was named Roberta.  Outside of being a great pie baker, her career was a hair stylist.  
Roberta operated a small salon in her home where along with beautifying people’s hair, she 
ministered to them.  As a passionate believer in Jesus she listened to their struggles, prayed 
over their needs and shared God’s Word with them.  This disciple of Christ was able to 
shepherd through her vocation. 
 
The word “vocation” simply means “calling.”  Maybe it’s a calling to a specific career.  Maybe 
it’s a calling to be a parent or grandparent.  Maybe it’s a calling to be a child.  Maybe it’s a 
calling to be a friend.  Maybe it’s a calling to be involved in a distinct situation.  Whatever our 
vocation or station in life may be, we are being provided the opportunity to share Jesus within 
the relationships of those calls. 
 
The concept of vocation and the priesthood of all believers was extremely important to Martin 
Luther.  During the Protestant Reformation Luther wanted to make it extremely clear that 
while there are callings for those to be church leaders, these vocations are of no more 
importance than the average person living their life for Christ, loving, serving, and being 
disciples to their neighbors.  



 
In Luther’s own words: 
 

• “Every occupation has its own honor before God. Ordinary work is a divine vocation or 
calling. In our daily work no matter how important or mundane we serve God by serving the 
neighbor and we also participate in God's on-going providence for the human race.” 

 

It’s important to understand that we can have multiple callings at the same time and that 
these stations can change.  I would like to use my dad as an example.  He was a son, a husband 
and a father.  He once was a soldier, teacher, school administrator and an elected county 
official.  Differing calls at differing times.  But there was one constant.  As a baptized believer 
in Christ, he was provided the opportunity to witness Jesus and serve others in those 
vocations. 

 

 

What are some of the calls in your own life? (Please be specific). 

 

 

In these vocations, how have you been able to share Jesus with others? (Please give 
examples.) 

 

 

Please read and discuss the following texts: 

 

• John 15:16- 

 

 

• Romans 8:28- 
 

 

• Ephesians 4:1-3- 
 

 

• II Thessalonians 1:11-12- 

 

 

• II Timothy 1:9- 

 



Equipping for Discipleship 

 

During my high school and college years, I had the opportunity to work in my town’s grocery 
store.  The manager, Doug, believed that it was important that I be cross trained in several 
areas in order to help the store to operate. He always reiterated to me that he wouldn’t make 
me do anything that he had not done himself. So, over the course of several years, I was 
equipped to stock items, bag groceries, face and clean shelves, organize the back room, 
operate the register, offer customer service, navigate the pallet jack, receive products, 
organize items for baking, close the store, take care of the finances, operate as an assistant 
manager and even stand outside waving as Mr. IGA Man!  In retrospect, I supposed I was 
equipped to do many things.  And this is no different for us as believers in Jesus.  We are being 
continuously equipped by the Holy Spirit to share the savior, build up the body of Christ (the 
church), and make disciples for the Lord. 

 

In Ephesians 4:12 it says- 

 

  “to equip the saints for the work of ministry for building up 

  the body of Christ.” 

 

When someone is equipped for the task, they are provided the talents, the tools and the 
abilities to perform this work.  It’s the Holy Spirit that directly supplies these “gifts” and 
“fruits” 

 

In 1 Peter 4:10 it is written: 

   

  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good  

  stewards of God’s varied grace.” 

 

Please read and discuss the following texts: 

 

• Romans 12:3-8- 
 

• I Corinthians 12:1-11, 27-31- 

 

• Ephesians 4:1-12- 
 

• Galatians 5:22- 
 



What are some specific gifts which you’ve been provided in your vocations? (Please be 
specific).  How do you think they can be used to make disciples for Jesus? 

 

 

The Spirit also equips us to make other disciples for Christ. The Greek word for disciple is 
“mathetes.”  That word is defined as a “pupil, student.”  For some, disciple making may seem 
a daunting prospect.  Maybe we’re afraid to approach others.  Maybe we’re afraid that were 
going to say the wrong things.  Maybe we’re afraid that we don’t have the knowledge of Jesus 
and the bible.  Maybe we’re afraid that others will reject us.  Maybe we’re afraid since we’re 
not confident in our own faith.  All these fears are real and valid.  But here is the good news.  
We’re being equipped to read the bible with another.  We’re being equipped to pray for 
others.  We’re being equipped to invite others to worship the living Jesus.  We’re being 
equipped to witness Christ, to share our faith with neighbors.  And we’re being equipped to 
serve in the Lord’s Name. 

 

Please read and discuss the following texts.   

 

1. II Thessalonians 3:16-17 (Scripture) 

 

How does Holy Scripture equip us to make disciples of Jesus? 

 

 

2. Philippians 4:6 (Prayer) 

 

How does prayer equip us to make disciples of Jesus? 

 

 

3. Hebrews 10:24-25 (Worship) 

 

How does worship equip us to make disciples of Jesus? 

 

 

4. Acts 1:8 (Witness) 

 

How does witness, through the Holy Spirit’s power, equip us to make disciples 
of Jesus? 

 



 

5. John 13:1-19 (Service) 

 

How does service equip us to make disciples of Jesus? 

 

Please read and discuss the following texts: 

 

• Proverbs 22:6- 

 

• Ephesians 3:20-21- 
 

• Philippians 1:6- 
 

• Colossians 3:16- 
 

• Hebrews 13:20-21- 
 

 
Equipped for Relationships 

 

So, why is vocational discipleship important?  What is the significance of us using our callings 
and gifts to help others come to know Christ in their lives?  Relationships.  It’s through these 
relationships where we can have that grace filled connection with God, and where we can 
literally be “Christ to our neighbor.”  It’s within these connections where we can share with 
one another and encourage each other with hope and resilience. 

 

The Greek word for fellowship is “koinonia.”  It literally means “partner, companion, and being 
in communion with others.”  This is exactly what God has in mind for us.  He desires that we 
know him, spend time with him and grow in his unending love.  And when we experience this 
kind of “life giving” relationship with Christ, it will compel us into stronger relationships with 
one another.  The benefit of these familial, work, social, and recreational relationships is the 
ability to be a part of lives and be afforded the opportunity to disciple others for Jesus. 

 

The first relationship we have is with the Lord.  Even though our communion with the Savior is 
going to be imperfect and broken because of sin, it’s by God’s mercy alone and his free, gift of 
faith in his Son Jesus that we can “cling” to the Almighty.  As it is written in Joshua 23:8: 

 

 “But you shall cling to the Lord your God just as you have done to this day.” 



 

What might a relationship with Jesus look like? 

 

1.Trust- 

 

 Isaiah 26:3-4-“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, 

 because he trusts you.  Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting 

 rock.” 

 

The Prophet Isaiah is reminding God’s people to trust in the Lord alone.  They have continually 
gone off on “false tangents” and trusted in false gods and idols.  But when there is real trust in 
the Almighty, peace will come upon them.  Trust is more than belief.  Trusting is surrendering 
our whole selves to the Father.  Giving Him our hearts, souls and minds. 

 

• In your own words, what does it mean to trust in God?  What has caused you to 
struggle with this? 

 

 

2.Repentance- 

 

 Acts 2:38- “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of  

 Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the 

 gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

In Peter’s sermon after the Pentecost (outpouring of the Holy Spirit), he passionately spoke to 
the crowd to turn away from their sins.  The Greek word for repent is “metanoia.”  It literally 
means to turn around and go in a whole different direction.   

 

• Why do you think that repentance is an essential aspect of our relationship with 
Jesus? 

 

What are some characteristics of a repentant life? 

 

 

 

 



2. Love 

 

Matthew 22:37- “And he said to him ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and first commandment.” 

 

The Greeks had a few different words for love including agape, a sacrificial love; eros, a 
romantic/sexual love and philios, a brotherly love.  The kind of love that God exhibits towards 
us is agape, and that’s how we are called to love the Lord.  Sacrificing our time, resources and 
gifts.  We show love to God through worship, praying, being in the Word and serving others in 
Christ’s name. 

 

• What is the effect of a loving relationship with God considering that he is love, and 
that he first loved us? 

 

 

 

• What are some concrete actions of love toward Christ? 

  

 

4.Time 

 

Psalm 63:1 “O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, as in a dry 
and weary land where there is no water,” 

 

If a relationship is going to be nurtured and growing, it’s imperative that we spend time with 
each other.  And this is no different with our relationship with Jesus.  If we neglect to be in 
communion with Christ, then how will the Savior ever become real and personal to us?  The 
more we spend time with the Father, in the Word and prayer, the more we will grow into a 
more intimate and deeper bond. 

 

 

• What benefits do we receive by spending time with the Lord? 

 

• What is our specific plan for us to intentionally be present with God? 

 

 

 



What might a relationship with others look like? 

 

1.Forgiveness 

 

Matthew 6:14-15-“For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you; but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses.” 

 

Forgiveness is an essential aspect of being in connection with others. In times of conflict and 
disagreement let us not hold onto grudges, but readily confess our wrongs and move forward. 
Hardness of heart may cause us not to “let go.”  But if we fail to forgive, it will only hurt us in 
the future.  Reconciliation should always be our priority. 

 

II Corinthians 5:17-18-“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” 

 

• What are the benefits of forgiveness? 

 

• When you’ve forgiven or been forgiven, how does it make you feel? 

 

 

2.Support 

 

Galatians 6:2-“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 

Support is the cornerstone to any relationship.  Whether it comes in the form of listening, 
visiting or giving in times of need, it is paramount for a deepening connection.  The more that 
we’re available to another, the more our bond with them will grow.  In the above scripture, 
Paul is telling us that when we bear each other’s burdens, we fulfill the law of Christ.  The way 
we do that fulfilling is through love. 

 

• What are some ways that we can support others? 

 

• When we’re “Christ to our neighbor,” what impact do you think it has upon others?  
How does that witness Jesus? 

 



3.Encouragement 

 

I Thessalonians 5:11-“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as 
you are doing.” 

 

Encouragement is one of the most significant actions that we can offer others.  People deal 
with struggles, disappointments and discouragements daily.  An encouraging word, phone call 
or text can go a long way to lift another.  It is a powerful way to witness the love of Jesus. 

 

• What are some ways that you’ve been able to encourage others in their lives and in 
their walks with Christ? 

 

 

 

• What are some examples of individuals who have encouraged you? 

 

 

Whatever vocations we’re being called into, they are all steeped in relationships.   May we 
develop a strong relationship with the Lord and healthy relationships with others.  Because it’s 
in these contacts with others that we can make Jesus known. 

 

 

Equipped, But Broken 

 

As scripture clearly shares, believers in Christ are equipped in various ways to make disciples 
of others.  But do we truly believe this?  How often do we doubt ourselves?  How frequently 
do we lack the confidence, thinking that we’re unworthy for the task?   

 

It’s true that we’re broken, flawed and sinful, as we are only saved by the “Blood of the Lamb.”  
But it doesn’t mean that the Spirit cannot use us for God’s purpose and will. 

 

Romans 8:28: 
 
 “And we know that for those who love God all things work together  
 for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.” 
 
 



There are various biblical examples where “less than perfect” individuals are called and used 
to accomplish the Lord’s plans.  Please read and discuss. 
 
1.Abrham and Sarah (older people) 
 Genesis 17:17-“Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and said to  
 himself, ‘Shall a child be born to a man who is a hundred years old?   
 Shall Sarah, who is ninety years old bear a child? 
 
As older adults, both Abraham and Sarah laughed at the prospect of having a baby.  Aren’t all 
things possible with God? 
 
 
2.Jacob (liar) 
 Genesis 27:18-19-“So he went to his father and said, ’My father.’  And he  
 said, ‘Here I am.  Who are you, my son?  Jacob said to his father, ‘I am Esau   
 your first born.  I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, 
 that your soul may bless me.” 
 
Both Jacob and his mother Rebecca lied and deceived Isaac to steal the blessing, the birth right 
away from Esau.  How could God ever use a cheat to make this happen?  How does God’s 
covenantal promise play into this? 
 
 
3.Moses (poor speaking ability) 
 Exodus 4:10- “But Moses said to the Lord, ‘Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, 
 either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow 
 of speech and tongue. 
 
Moses, who would lead the Israelites out of bondage and slavery in Egypt, didn’t feel 
confident because of his speech impediment.  How did the Lord assist him and us in our 
needs? 
 
4.Rahab(prostitute)  
 Joshua 2:1-“And Joshua the son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim 
 as spies, saying, ‘Go, view the land, especially in Jericho.’  And they went  
 and came into the house of a prostitute whose name was Rahab and  
 lodged there.” 
 
As Joshua and the Hebrews began their conquest of the Canaanite city of Jericho, the spies 
found help from the prostitute Rahab, who would be in the lineage of Jesus.  How do we not 
judge someone like Rahab for being a part of God’s work? 
 



 
5.Gideon(weak) 
 Judges 6:15-“And he (Gideon) said to him, ‘Please, Lord, how can I save 
 Israel?  Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least  
 in my father’s house.” 
 
Gideon, one of the Judges of Israel, thought he and his tribe we’re too weak to combat the 
foreign invaders but God strengthened him to deliver the people.  Why do we sometimes feel 
weak in our service? 
 
6.Elijah (fearful) 
 I Kings 19:2-3- “Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, ‘So may  
 the gods do to me and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of 
 one of them by this time tomorrow.  Then he was afraid, and he rose and 
 ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his 
 servant there.” 
 
After the great prophet Elijah had killed the Baal priests and was threatened by Queen Jezebel, 
he became despondent, and tried to runaway from God.  But the Lord kept coming to Elijah, 
making it clear that he had more ministry ahead.  Have previous ministry experiences ever 
“soured” you to future opportunities?   
 
 
7.King Cyrus of Persia (non-believer)  
 Ezra 1:2-3-“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, 
 has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build 
 him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  Whoever is among you of all 
 his people may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which 
 is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel-he is the  
 God who is in Jerusalem.”  
 
King Cyrus of Persia, a non-believer, was used by God to allow Nehemiah and others to be 
released from Persian slavery to re-build Jerusalem.  How does it make you feel that the 
Almighty uses non-believers to fulfill his purposes? 
 
8.Jeremiah(young) 
 Jeremiah 1:6-“Then I (Jeremiah) said, ‘Ah, Lord God!  Behold, I do not know       
 how to speak, for I am only a youth.” 
 
As God had called Jeremiah to be a prophet even before he was in the womb, Jeremiah 
questioned his young age and wondered if anyone would listen to him.  How does age 
challenge us in serving? 



 
 
9.Paul (Christian killer and physical ailment) 
 
 Acts 9:1-2-“But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the  
 disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters 
 to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if they found any belonging to 
 the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
 
 II Corinthians 12:7-“So to keep me from becoming conceited because 
 of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given to me 
 in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming 
 conceited.” 
 
Paul had his issues.  Before his experience on the Damascus Road he killed Christians, and 
even in the throes of ministry, he struggled with some type of physical ailment.  What personal 
issues have you struggled with when trying to do ministry with others? 
  
 
Just imagine.  If God could use these individuals with their assorted issues, why can’t Jesus use 
us to be his priests and minsters in this world?  Will it be easy, no!  But through the Holy 
Spirit’s nudging, we can use those vocations as we assist in making disciples for Jesus.  Let us 
realize that everything we do is a ministry opportunity for the Lord. 
 
As it is written in Colossians 3:17- 
 
 “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 
 of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.” 
 
 
 

 
Equipped for Renewal 

 
A few years ago, a man named Joe came to me and desired to be baptized.  His wife had been 
worshiping with us alone, and he had shown little interest.  But the Spirit was stirring in Joe’s 
heart, and he felt that pull toward Jesus.  After weeks of preparation in the Word he was 
welcomed into the Lord’s family.  This electrician who subsequently survived major surgery, 
has used his gifts in a constructive way to strengthen the church’s unity, mission, and 
leadership.  Joe’s simple faith in Christ has inspired many.  Being equipped for ministry will 
bring renewal to the church of Jesus Christ.   
 



 
 

Going back to Ephesians 4:11-12, it reminds us that we are equipped to “build up” the body of 
Christ, the Church.  As we grow in our relationship with God, and are opened to share Jesus 
with our friends, relatives, associates and neighbors, it will constantly renew Christ’s church 
and its ministry.  You see, a church isn’t a building, it’s the people “called.” 
 
The Word provides examples of how individuals used their gifts for church renewal.  Please 
read and discuss. 
 

• Exodus 18:13-27- Jethro, Moses father-in-law, has concerns that Moses is stressed out 
because he’s involved in the whole ministry.  He does listen to Jethro and appoints 
other leaders to help mediate disputes within the Hebrew community.   

 
How is the church renewed when others are encouraged to do ministry? 
 
 

• II Kings 22:3-13, 23:1-20- King Josiah of Judah was involved with a building renovation 
on the temple, when the workman found God’s Word.  Unfortunately, past kings had 
neglected it, and started to follow false gods and participate in rogue religious 
practices.  Josiah repented, and began to renew the community. 

 
How is the church renewed when the people began to focus on the Word? 
 
 

• John 21:15-17- The resurrected Jesus keeps asking Peter to show him love by “feeding 
his sheep.”  Clearly, Peter is being called to feed the flock, the church.”   

 
How is the church renewed when individuals want to share their faith? 
 
 

• I Corinthians 9:22- The Apostle Paul used whatever abilities he had to intentionally 
reach out to differing groups to share the saving power of Jesus. 
 

How is the church renewed when we use our varying gifts to witness Jesus with friends and 
acquaintances? 
 
 
It’s through our vocations, our work, our relationships, our calls, where the Holy Spirit gifts us 
to share Jesus, and make disciples for the Lord.  May we be open to be Christ’s ministers and 
priests in this world. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


