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Good morning! Have you ever been through some kind of affliction? 
Everyone, at some time or another, experiences affliction. It doesn’t 
matter whether you’re rich or poor, male or female, young or old---some 
time or other you will experience affliction. It could be finances, a 
relationship, and your health. You and I will go through different kinds of 
afflictions as we travel through life. How do we handle it---what do we do 
when we find ourselves in overwhelming circumstances? This morning, 
let’s look in together on someone who went through some serious affliction: 
  
He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave. They 
afflicted his feet with fetters, he himself was laid in irons; until the time that 
his word came to pass. The word of the Lord tested him. 
  
Psa. 105:17-19 
  
The Joseph in today’s passage is not Jesus’ adoptive father; it is Joseph 
the son of Jacob; Joseph, with the many-colored coat; Joseph the dreamer. 
He was his father’s favorite son and all of his brothers knew it. For a long 
time, Joseph had things his way and his brothers resented it. When they 
finally had had it up to here with Joseph’s dreams of greatness and their 
father’s favoritism, they sold him off to some Midianite traders and things 
went from bad to worse for Joseph. He went through many different kinds 
of affliction ---and nearly all of it was unfair. Did you know that God 
sometimes lets unfair things happen to His kids? The Bible says, “The word 
of the Lord tested him.” The word of the Lord will test you and me, too. I 
often link this passage to another one, Psalm 27:13, which says, “I would 
have despaired unless believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living.” The NIV puts it this way: “I remain confident of this: I will see 
the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.” Are you confident that 
God will be good to you in this life, even in bad times? This morning, you 
may be going through some painful time. God sees you in your trouble. He 
will help you through it. The word of the Lord will both test and sustain you. 
God really is good...all the time! 
 


