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Good morning! Has God been good to you? In our lifetime, Pam and I have 
experienced God’s goodness in wonderful ways. We have been in 
denominational churches and non-denominational churches. We have worshiped 
with Baptists, Lutherans, Pentecostals and Charismatics, in white churches and 
African American churches. We’ve heard wonderful preaching …and we’ve 
heard awful preaching. We’ve seen demons cast out. We’ve prayed and nothing 
happened and we’ve prayed and seen people wonderfully healed. These 
experiences have given us a great appreciation of the wide diversity of ministry in 
the Body of Christ. This morning, let’s look together at a set of instructions Jesus 
gave His disciples as he sent them out on an early short term mission trip: 
  
These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the 
Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. Freely you received, freely give.” 
  
Matt. 10:5-8 
  
I find this set of instructions interesting. Jesus had selected this group of twelve 
unreligious men and there didn't seem to be anything special about them. Now 
He was sending them out to do ministry. He wanted to keep it manageable so He 
didn’t send them into “enemy territory” like Samaritan towns---that would come 
later. What were His directives? Preach that the kingdom of heaven is here. By 
the way, we have no indication that they had any training at all in preaching. 
What else were they to do? “Heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons.” In other words, as the late John Wimber used to say, 
“Do the stuff.” They were supposed to do what they had seen Jesus doing. And 
how were they supposed to do this supernatural ministry? The last sentence is a 
clue: “Freely you received, freely give.” They had received great grace and Jesus 
expected them to act accordingly. Grace is for giving. If you and I can remember 
how good God has been to us it can change the way we act toward others. We 
can have grace to give away. Jesus says “Freely you have received.” You have 
received grace---you possess it--- and now you are a steward of it. Jesus wants 
you and me to give away the grace we have received from Him. What will you do 
with the grace you have received today? 
 


