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Good morning! Do you believe that God answers prayer? I do. I have seen 
God answer prayer again and again. In fact, I would go so far as to say that 
God answering our prayers should constantly amaze Christians, and if we 
are not seeing God answer our prayers I would suggest that the main 
reason is that we are not praying very much. Throughout the gospels we 
see that when Jesus teaches His disciples, He assumes that they will be 
praying and that God will be answering those prayers. This morning, let’s 
see why God answers our prayers, as we consider this Old Testament 
passage: 
  
For the glory of your name, O Lord, preserve my life. Because of your 
faithfulness, bring me out of this distress. In your unfailing love, silence all 
my enemies and destroy all my foes, for I am your servant  
  
Psalm 143:11–12 
  
In this passage the psalmist gives us three reasons why God answers our 
prayers. By the way, these three reasons are completely independent of 
whatever particular situation or circumstance you may find yourself in or 
any emotion that you may feel. First, the psalmist says, “For the glory of 
your name.” We pray in the name of Jesus and for the sake of that name, 
God answers. That’s the first reason. He wants to glorify the Name of 
Jesus. Second, he says, “Because of your faithfulness.” We are not 
appealing to God on the basis of our righteousness (we don’t have any!) 
but on the basis of His righteousness, received by faith through Jesus. 
That’s the second reason. Third, he says, “In your unfailing love.” That 
Hebrew word chesed, translated here as “unfailing love” really means, 
“God’s covenant-keeping faithfulness.” So God will keep His covenant in 
His own faithfulness. Even when we feel unfaithful and unworthy, God’s 
covenant-keeping faithfulness never changes. That’s the third reason. So 
there are three reasons: for the sake of His name, for the sake of His 
righteousness and because He’s faithful to keep His covenant. When you 
pray, keep these in mind and don’t get discouraged. Instead, come to God 
on the basis of His Name, His righteousness, and His covenant-keeping 
faithfulness. Pray and wait...and watch for God’s answer! 


