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Good morning! Have you ever heard of Jimmie Nichols? You haven't? You should 
have; Jimmie Nichols was the drummer for the Beatles---for thirteen days. In 1964, 
when the Beatles were about to launch their Australiasia Tour, Ringo Starr collapsed 
from and had to be hospitalized. Manager Brian Epstein quickly hired a drummer to 
replace Ringo so the tour could go forward. For the next two weeks, Jimmie Nichol was 
a real Beatle, receiving all of the adulation and attention of thousands of screaming 
fans the Beatles were receiving at every concert, right at the height of Beatlemania. 
How would you like that to happen to you? Nichol was a good musician and you might 
think that this was just the boost his career needed but just a year later, Nichol was 
broke. Trading on his experience with the Beatles, he had formed two bands and spent 
all his money. The bands were unsuccessful; he went bankrupt; his wife divorced him; 
he became estranged from his son and he was living in his mom’s basement. Nichols 
would later say that, rather than a blessing, his Beatles experience was a curse. As I 
thought about Jimmie Nichol recently, I was reminded of today's passage; let's read it 
together: 

  

Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me 
with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the 
Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God. 

  

Proverbs 30:8-9  

  

One of the things that always amazes me is how much professional athletes earn and 
how quickly they can lose it all. An estimated 60 percent of former NBA players go 
broke within five years of retirement, despite having earned tens, sometimes 
hundreds of millions of dollars during their careers. They are unprepared to manage 
the money and fame they receive and as a result of their excesses and inexperience 
with handling money, they lose it all. In today's passage, we see a guy who is very self-
aware. He knows that he cannot be trusted with riches. Interestingly, he also knows he 
cannot be trusted with poverty. He says if he is too wealthy, he will live the high life and 
forget about God; if he is too poor, he will commit criminal acts and defame God. I 
wonder how many of us are this self-aware? I wonder how many of us are already so 
connected to our financial situation that it has a negative effect on our relationship with 
God. Our stuff often gets in the way of living freely for Jesus. It affects how we spend 
our time; how much we give to others; how we live our lives. How about you this 
morning? How connected are you to your stuff? Is God saying something to you about 
it? 


