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Good morning! We recently considered a passage of scripture that gave us 
insight into the wild, abandoned devotion that Mary, the sister of Lazarus, had 
for Jesus. My friend Kevin calls it "inconsolable love". I like that, don't you? She 
was not constrained by her financial limitations. She was not constrained by 
accepted practice. Her devotion to Jesus was over the top. And why not? After 
all, she had just seen Jesus call her dead brother out of the grave! Another 
person was mentioned in that passage and his love for Jesus was not as 
pronounced. Let's revisit part of that passage together this morning and look 
more closely at his role: 

  

Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot (who was about to betray Him), said, 
“Why wasn’t this fragrant oil sold for 300 denarii and given to the poor?” He 
didn’t say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief. He 
was in charge of the moneybag and would steal part of what was put in it. 

  

John 12:4-6 

  

Do you find this passage fascinating? I sure do! Here we read about Jesus' 
disciple Judas. He was, in many ways, just like the other eleven. He went where 
they went; he did what they did. When they were all sent out to preach, heal, 
and cast out demons he was right there with them. When they fed thousands 
with a kid's lunch he was doing it too. Meanwhile, he was stealing from the 
group's treasury. Was he putting one over on Jesus? Was Jesus just a poor 
judge of character? I don't think so. I think Jesus knew all about it but He trusted 
the Father to provide for their needs. He wasn't worried about whether or not 
they would have enough cash in the account to minister to the people. I also 
think that Jesus---right up to the end---was giving Judas a chance to repent. 
Jesus is like that, isn't He? He is the God of Second Chances. Do you need a 
second chance today? I'm talking to someone right now. You know you have 
done something that you should never have done. You wish now that you had 
never done it. It is not too late! Turn---right now---from that sin which is weighing 
on you this morning. Repent of your sin and turn back to God. Jesus has never 
stopped loving you and He is waiting ...to welcome you back! 

 

 


