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Dear Members & Friends of 

Reformation: 

Due to the earthquake       

damage, some of our            

community residents have 

been displaced from their 

living situations. The 

Culpeper County                 

Department of Human       

Services has asked our 

church if they can set up a 

very temporary shelter in our 

fellowship hall. This will only be for a few days. 

Human Services will be present throughout the                

evenings to provide meals, support, and all night           

supervision. I am very glad that the Lord Jesus Christ 

can use our congregation to help our fellow                      

community members in a difficult time. If there are 

other needs that arise, I will let you know. 

Thank you all for your caring and generous hearts. 

In Jesus serving love, 

Pastor 

Brad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have lived in Virginia your entire life, even 

the weather in 2011 is a shocker for you. We                 

experienced tremendous heat waves, unusual ï

uncommon earthquakes, and hurricanes. But, even 

though the weather outside is ñfrightfulò, the love of 

the Lord is delightful.   

Culpeper was hit recently with a whopping 6.2 

earthquake which shook our world. Literally!  Due to 

the earthquake damage, some of our fellow 

Culpeperians (as I like to call them), were            

temporarily displaced from their homes.               

Reformation came to the aid of community residents 

when a bulletin was issued church wide from Pastor 

Brad. 

The following is his bulletin:  
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From the Pastorôs Desk 
 

 

 

God Was With Us That Day- 

            And It Hasn't Changed - 
  
When you ask people where they were on a      
certain day when something climactic               
happened in America, most can tell you exactly 
where they were and what they were doing.  
  
It makes no difference if it was Pearl Harbor, the 
assassination of President Kennedy, or the         
attempted assassination of President Reagan.  It 
makes no difference how many years have 
passed.  Individuals somehow remember 
the minute details  of those moments when they 
heard the news.  And September 11, 2001 was no 
exception.  I was off that day, and Lisa and I were 
getting ready to take our young daughters to the 
pediatrician in Syracuse, New York.   Before      
leaving, I received this frantic phone call from 
one of our church members, Don.  He told me to 
turn the television on to CNN, because America 
was under attack.  As I turned on the TV, 
I couldn't believe  what was happening.   We saw 
the World Trade Center Towers toppling, we  saw 
the smoldering ruins of the Pentagon, and 
heard the news that a plane had gone down in 
Western Pennsylvania.   
  

After a while, the phone rang again.   It was my 
sister-in-law Linda who was in a difficult 
state.  My brother -in-law Patrick was working in 
the Pentagon that day, and she couldn't get a 
hold of him on his cell phone (Too much call     
volume.)   Linda said that F-16's were constantly 
flying above them in their Arlington                   
neighborhood, and she was frightened.  She 
asked if we could text Patrick from Upstate New 
York, and maybe we could get through.   Thank 
Jesus we were able, and he was alright! 
  

We had many worship opportunities at the 
church that week, as people were angry,                     
frustrated, sad and lacked hope. They were 
searching.  And  through all these experiences we 

were able to proclaim that the Almighty  God was 
with us, and he would help us through this                 
terrible ordeal.   The Scripture I constantly used 
was in Psalm 46.   
  

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in times of trouble."  
  
Those were the words that helped us 10 years 
ago, and God's Word hasn't changed a bit to 
day.  The Lord continues to be with us in all              
aspects of our lives-the good, the bad, and the 
ugly.   Christ says at the end of Matthew 28, "I 
will be with you always to the end of the 
age."  So let us continue to  cling to the living              
Jesus, call upon his name in prayer, and believe 
in our hearts and souls that God has saved us, 
and continues to provide us his strength and 
hope to live. 
  
As we remember the events of 9/11, let us be                 
reminded that in the midst of this horrific day, 
God was with us, and his presence will continue 
for eternity.  
 

In Jesus saving love, 
Pastor Brad 

http://news.yahoo.com/photos/reuters-national-news-photos-1314895075-slideshow/september-11-anniversary-photo-121835393.html;_ylt=Ato9tHUUmQXYNKuZ9wmUa1PRc.J_;_ylu=X3oDMTQzZGNqbGJqBG1pdANBcnRpY2xlIFJlbGF0ZWQEcGtnA2E1MDFhNTllLTA5Y2QtMzZkZi1hZjM1LTc5MmU5OD
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The Menôs Prayer Breakfast will be held 

on Saturday, September 10th at 8:00am 

at Country Cookinô. All men, teens, and 

boys are welcome to attend. Please come 

for a great breakfast, wonderful 

prayer/bible study, and a productive 

business meeting. Please join us! 

 

 

If you have an interest or feel called to help lead 

this ministry please notify any Council member.  

We believe that this would be an excellent             

opportunity for Reformation to aid fellow          

members of the congregation and the community 

in a time of need. 

 

Yours in His service, 

 

The Reformation Lutheran Church Council 

Dear Member of Reformation é 

 

At our August meeting, Council reviewed and discussed 

the various ideas suggested by members of the             

congregation concerning how to make the best use of 

our Lake Pelham property at this time.  Consideration 

was given to costs, ministry possibilities and interest 

based on those suggestions. 

 

As your Council members look to the future of             

Reformation Lutheran Church, we and many members 

of the congregation, share a vision of owning our own 

church building.  For that to become a reality the       

Building Fund must be increased significantly.  All 

members of the congregation are encouraged to           

contribute to the Reformation Building Fund as they are 

able.  Please remember that these contributions would 

be in addition to meeting our ongoing general expenses.  

There is a special line on your tithing envelopes for the 

Building Fund, or you can make a designation on your 

check. 

 

As of July 31, 2011 our total funds set aside for building 

are $96,697.38.  We will update this total for you on a 

monthly basis in the worship bulletins, Twinkling of an 

Eye and The Beacon.  Letôs watch the building fund 

grow as we see enthusiasm for owning our own church 

home grow! 

 

In consideration of the responses received for putting 

the gift of this land to positive use now, Council         

believes that the best use of the land, without               

considerable cost and providing great benefit, would be 

to create a vegetable gardening area that would be used 

by members of the congregation and others from the 

community who express an interest. 

 

Therefore, Council is creating a Garden Ministry       

Committee to organize, plan and develop this new      

program.    

Special Council Meeting 

A special council meeting will be held 

on September 6th at 7:00pm. All council 

members and committee chairman are    

encouraged to attend. We will be going 

through and discussing the 2012         

Ministry Plan. Please come for this     

important meeting. 


