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From the Pastor’s Desk

Does October 31st mean anything to you?

When | was in Upstate New York, the old
timers used to tell me that this was the day when
it really starts to get cold. Interesting, huh? For
some, its the day when they dawn costumes, and
solicit candy from various houses. But for us
Lutheran Christians, this is a very important day
in Church History, because this is Reformation
Day!

On October 31, 1517, Dr. Martin Luther
(whom the church is named), nailed 95 Theses
(talking/discussion points) on the door of the
castle church in Wittenberg, Germany. The
purpose of this action by Luther, was to begin
discussion on reforms which were needed in the
church. Luther truly wanted to reform the Roman
Catholic Church. But the Church wasn't ready for
reform. By 1520, the Pope had
excommunicated/thrown Luther out of the
Church, and from that came the Lutherans, and
many other protestant churches.

This is why its called REFORM-ATION DAY.
Luther wanted to bring about reform. Back in
those days, the Roman church was selling pieces
of paper called Indulgences. (They were trying to
finance a building program in Rome!). By selling
these indulgences, the church was granting
people forgiveness and heaven. But Luther knew
that this was wrong according to Holy Scripture.

In Romans 3:28 its states, "We are Justified
(made right) by faith, not by works of the Law!"
We are only saved, made right with God through
a gift of faith in Jesus Christ. Salvation comes
through Christ alone. We can't buy it. We can't
build up enough merits to receive it. We can't
work for it. Luther rightly challenged the church
on this, because he was right. But the Romans
were not ready to change.

What Luther focused on over 491 years ago,
hasn't changed a bit to day.

It's still all about God's Word. It's still all about
Jesus Christ. It's still all about God's free and

undeserved grace towards us, as he has
promised you and | eternal life in Christ. It's still
all about faith.

Through this gift of faith in the Lord, let us
continue to cling to Jesus. And through this gift
of faith in Christ, may spontaneous good works
flow from our hearts to serve others in the
Savior's Name.

From this day forward, | pray that October
31st will always mean something to you, me, and
the rest of the Christian Church. Because Matrtin
Luther, through the Holy Spirit, had the courage
and boldness to witness Jesus Christ, the only
ONE who can save us from our sins, and
guarantee us life eternal through faith.

Will this prompt us to share Jesus with others?

In Jesus’ love,
Pastor Brad

Upcoming Evangelism Community Events for 2008
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Men’s Prayer Breakfast

The Men's Prayer Breakfast will be held on Saturday,
October 11th at 8:00am, at Country Cookin’. All men
and boys are welcome to attend.

The Women's Prayer Coffee will
be held on October 18th at 9:30
am at the church. All are
welcome!
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What’s Going On at
Reformation this month?

Community Prayer

Every Wednesday from Noon-1:00pm, several
members of the Culpeper Community come to
Reformation to pray. We pray for the community, our
schools, churches, governmental leaders, our country,
and healing for those in need. We need you to come
pray with us. Why not take the time and come? We
would love to have you

The Beacon Page 3

Tentative Congregation Meeting
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Harvest/Reformation Party

Saturday School and Worship Continue

Saturday Evening Praise Worship
Continues at 6:00pm. Saturday
School, our time of Christian
Education and Learning begins at
5:00pm. (A light dinner at 5, and
instruction at 5:15). We would love
to have you come to Saturday School
and Praise Worship to learn God"s
Word, and grow closer to Jesus!
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Reformation Leadership Conference

Reformation will be hosting a
conference for all of its leaders on
Saturday, October 18th, from 9am-3pm at
the Powell Pool House. Snacks and
lunch will be served. Cary Mangus, the
Stewardship Specialist for the Virginia
Synod will be speaking about the
important topic of Stewardship for our
lives, and the life of the
congregation. IF YOU LEAD ANYTHING AT
ALL AT REFORMATION, WE NEED YOU TO MAKE
THIS CONFERENCE A PRIORITY AND COME!
There is a sign-up sheet in the
Gathering Room. Questions? Please
contact Pat Wittich.

Calendar Clarifications

October 25th- The Culpeper Literacy
Council will use the building from
8:30am-1:30pm.

Instead of October 30, the literacy
council will use the building on
October 23 from 8:30am-1:30pm.
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You're Never Too Old....
A Senlor Adult Retreat For Those 50 Or Better
October 21-23, 2008
The Stgnal Kinob Retreat Center
Strasburg, Virginin
The event Ls belng sponsored by the Virginia synod
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Registration Form
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Please make checks payable to Reformation Lutheran Church.
Completed registration forms and checks may be sent to:

Pastor Brad Hales
Reformation Lutheran Church
415 South Main Street, Suite 101

Culpeper, Virginia 22701

Further directions and information will be provided following receipt of forms.
Questions? Please email pastorhales@hotmail.com or call 540-270-1026.
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Culpeper Senior /\/lmlstry
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The Culpeper Senior Ministry Continues to Thrive!
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Mission Support

Reformation is providing tuition support to a
student at Southern Seminary.

You can write to him at:
Eric Little

624 Old Manor Rd
Columbia, SC 29210

Reformation is also sponsoring a Missionary.
You can write to her at:

Sister Ruth Rebelein
Senior Flierl Seminary
P.B. Logaweng
Finschhafen

Morobe Province 435
Papua NewGuinea

SisterRuthEllen@global.net.pg

Country Cookin’ Receipts

Don't forget to save your Country Cookin'
receipts. Each month, the church receives
10% of all receipts collected. Thereisa
plastic box in the kitchen where these
receipts can be placed. Thank you!
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: ¢ Doug and Tracy Miller — swimming and fellowship
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1 e The Drs. Powell — gathering for swimming and
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Building Bits (Continued)
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Administration Ministry
How Church Business Works

Carey Mangus
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What is Stewardship?
Everything you do after you say "'l Believe'"!
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TWO FRIENDS WERE WALKING THROUGH THE
DESERT. DURING SOME POINT OF THE
JOURNEY, THEY HAD AN ARGUMENT; AND ONE
FRIEND SLAPPED THE OTHER ONE IN THE
FACE.

THE ONE WHO GOT SLAPPED WAS HURT, BUT
WITHOUT SAYING ANYTHING, WROTE IN THE
SAND:

“TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SLAPPED ME IN THE
FACE.”

THEY KEPT ON WALKING, UNTIL THEY FOUND
AN OASIS, WHERE THEY DECIDED TO TAKE A
BATH .

THE ONE WHO HAD BEEN SLAPPED GOT STUCK
IN THE MIRE AND STARTED DROWNING, BUT
THE FRIEND SAVED HIM. AFTER HE RECOVERED
FROM

THE NEAR DROWNING, HE WROTE ON A STONE:

"TODAY MY BEST FRIEND SAVED MY LIFE"

THE FRIEND WHO HAD SLAPPED AND SAVED
HIS BEST FRIEND ASKED HIM, "AFTER | HURT
YOU,

YOU WROTE IN THE SAND AND NOW, YOU
WRITE ON A STONE, WHY?"

THE FRIEND REPLIED "WHEN SOMEONE HURTS
us

WE SHOULD WRITE IT DOWN IN SAND, WHERE
WINDS OF FORGIVENESS CAN ERASE IT AWAY.

BUT, WHEN SOMEONE DOES SOMETHING GOOD
FOR US, WE MUST ENGRAVE IT IN STONE
WHERE NO WIND CAN EVER ERASE IT"

LEARN TO WRITE YOUR HURTS IN THE SAND
AND TO CARVE YOUR BENEFITS IN STONE.

THEY SAY IT TAKES. ..

A MINUTE TO FIND A SPECIAL
PERSON,

AN HOUR TO APPRECIATE THEM,
A DAY TO LOVE THEM,

BUT THEN, AN ENTIRE LIFE TO FORGET THEM.

Submitted by Harriet Ellison
FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF

SHIRLEY & MARCY

A mom was concerned about her kindergarten
son walking to school. He didn't want his mother
to walk with him. She wanted to give him the
feeling that he had some independence but yet
know that he was safe. So she had an idea of
how to handle it. She asked a neighbor if she
would please follow him to school in the
mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably
wouldn't notice her. She said that since she was
up early with her toddler anyway, it would be a
good way for them to get some exercise as well,
S0 she agreed.

The next school day, the neighbor and her little
girl set out following behind Timmy as he walked
to school with another neighbor girl he

knew. She did this for the whole week. As the
two walked and chatted, kicking stones and
twigs, Timmy's little friend noticed the same lady
was following them as she seemed to do every
day all week.

Finally she said to Timmy, 'Have you noticed that
lady following us to school all week? Do you
know her?' Timmy nonchalantly replied, 'Yeah, |
know who she is.'
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The little girl said, 'Well, who is she?'

That's just Shirley Goodnest,' Timmy replied, 'and
her daughter Marcy.'

'Shirley Goodnest? Who the heck is she and why
is she following us? '

'‘Well," Timmy explained, 'every night my Mom
makes me say the 23rd Psalm with my prayers,
‘cuz she worries about me so much. And in the
Psalm, it says, 'Shirley Goodnest and Marcy shall
follow me all the days of my life', so | guess I'll
just have to get used to it"

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make
His face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto
you; the Lord lift His countenance upon you, and
give you peace. May Shirley Goodnest and
Marcy be with you today and always.

Lighten On

The Beacon
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BIBLE

A little boy opened the big family
Bible. He was fascinated as he fingered
through the old pages. Suddenly,
something fell out of the Bible. He
picked up the object and looked at it.
What he saw was an old leaf that had
been pressed in between the pages.

"Mama, look what 1 found,® the boy
called out.

"What have you got there, dear?-

With astonishment In the young boy®s
voice, he answered, "1 think 1t"s
Adam®"s underwear!*

" . @

DEATH

While walking along the sidewalk in
front of his church, our minister heard
the intoning of a prayer that nearly
made his collar wilt.

Apparently, his 5-year-old son and his
playmates had found a dead robin.
Feeling that proper burial should be
performed, they had secured a small box
and cotton batting, then dug a hole and
made ready for the disposal of the
deceased.

The minister®s son was chosen to say
the appropriate prayers and with
sonorous dignity intoned his version of
what he thought his father always said:
"Glory be unto the Faaather, and unto
the Sonnn, and into the hole he
goooes." (1 want this line used at my
funerall)

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas
just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant
worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of
him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a
vacant pump.

'Reverend,' said the young man, 'I'm so sorry about
the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until the last
minute to get ready for a long trip.'

The minister chuckled, 'l know what you mean. It's
the same in my business.'

Sunday School Lesson

Sunday after church, a Mom asked her very young
daughter what the lesson was about. The daughter
answered, 'Don't be scared, you'll get your quilt.'

Needless to say, the Mom was perplexed. Later in the
day, the pastor stopped by for tea and the Mom asked
him what that morning's Sunday school lesson was
about.

He said 'Be not afraid, thy
comforter is coming.’'
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THE ORDER OF ST. LUKE
THE PHYSICIAN
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DEAR BROTHERS & SISTERS IN CHRIST,

I THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF
MY HEART FOR YOUR LOVING CARE AND
CONCERN FOR BILL AND ME DURING
THESE PAST FEW MONTHS —
ESPECIALLY FOR YOUR PRAYERS FOR
ME AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. IT IS
GREATLY BECAUSE OF YOUR
PRAYERFUL REQUESTS THAT I HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO CLEARLY SEE AND FEEL
THE LORD’S SUSTENANCE, ENCOURAGE-
MENT, AND CHEER. I ASK FOR YOUR
CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR STRENGTH AS
I STEP OUT INTO A& NEW LIFE AS A
WIDOW UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF MY
LORD AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST.

YOUR GRATEFUL SISTER,
ELIZABETH POWELL

HELP NEEDED

Communion Assistants, childcare attendants,
acolytes, and ushers are needed for 8 &
11am services. Please see Pastor Brad or
Ada Foster if you'd like to help. Thank you.

Worship & Music

The supply of kitchen utensils is very low.
Please remember to return any items taken
home for cleaning ASAP. Thank you.
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Grace & Jessie Carpenter

New Members

Again, several new members have become a
part of the Reformation Family. Please join

us

in welcoming these folks, as they continue

their discipleship journey in Jesus.

Monty and Valerie Saunders, and their
children Carter, Christa Ann, Michaela,
Olivia, Gabi, Monteanna, Preston, Jesse.
The Saunder's address is 615 Laurel
Street, Culpeper.

Joe and Heather Harwell, and their
children Hunter, Abigale, Lauren, and
Claire.

Brent and Melissa Keith, and their
daughters Emily and Hannah.

Who Is Meeting At RLC?

During the week, there are many non-profit
organizations who meet at Reformation Lutheran
Church. We are blessed that we have the space
upstairs/downstairs) to offer the community. There
is nothing worse than a church building which isn't
being used! So, here is a listing of the groups and
when they meet:

e Alcoholics Anonymous

-Sundays, 6:00pm Women*®s Group

-Mondays, 7:00pm Closed Group

e M.O.P.S. (Mother"s OFf Pre-Schoolers)
-Tuesdays (2nd and 4th Mornings)
9:30am-11:30am

—Tuesdays (4th-Evening)
6:30pm-8:30pm

e Spiritual Care Support Ministries
Mondays- Grief Ministry Support Group
and Counseling- 9am-2pm

e Virginia Cooperative Extension
Parenting Program

Thursdays- 5:30pm-8:30pm

Saturdays- 9:30am-12:30pm

e Culpeper Senior Ministry
Tuesdays 1:00pm
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415 South Main Street, Suite 101
Culpeper, Virginia 22701

Phone: 540-825-1376

Fax: 540-825-8124

www. CulpeperLutherans.org

October 2008

Come worship with us!

Saturdays at 6 pm

Sundays at 8am
& 11 am



