
 

We are a Christ -centered community; a light to 

the world through our response to Godõs Word. 
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More photos inside, 

plus a walk through 

'Bethlehem'!  

Cast & Crew in  

the Marketplace  

450 Visitors at "A Night in Bethlehem" 
Over 450 people came to Reformation for òA Night in    

Bethlehemó on Saturday, December 19, 2010.  Wow!  We 

welcomed friends from the local Christian schools to a Press 

Night/Dress Rehearsal Friday Dec. 18th.   

The remarkable attendance was enhanced by articles in the 

newspapers, complete with photographs.  The local TV     

station television also interviewed Pastor Brad the week     

before, and sent a camera crew on a tour through Bethlehem 

at the preview.  

Three months of intense preparation transformed our church 

into a vision of the Holy Land at the birth of Jesus Christ.  

Visitors experienced the sights, sounds, and scents of a      

vibrant middle-eastern Marketplace.  Talking with Bethlehem 

citizens, Shopkeepers, and Roman Soldiers created an     

amazingly real life experience.  Their final stop at the Stable 

moved many to tears. 

The event was a huge success; an amazingly effective        

outreach of the story of Jesusõ birth and message of His    

saving love.  Pastor Brad excitedly reports that many visitors 

have returned to church for a Worship Service, and that he is 

still receiving phone calls and  follow-up contact requests.   

Culpeper is still talking about Christmas at Reformation! 

Support from members and friends was                             

exceptional, with about 80 people actively                               

participating, and many others donating props and             

costumes.  All of the Ministries of Reformation provided 

materials, encouragement, and support.  The Menõs Ministry 

donated $400 towards the Tent Rental cost, and the 

Womenõs Ministry provided extra cookies from the Cookie 

Walk as Fellowship Hospitality for our Visitors in the       

Narthex as they departed 'Bethlehem'.   

Thank You to everyone who worked so hard to bring this 

amazing Outreach event to life!  The Village Dancers and 

Singing Angels especially spent many long hours practicing 

together with Lilja Powell and Becky Stewart.  

Special recognition for Petrina and Joseph Thomas, as Mary 

and Baby Jesus. And Joseph, who was brought vibrantly to 

life in song by Tom Sigmon. 

                

Finally, Pastor Brad energetically carried every group of 

visitors from the Manger to the Cross with his joy filled 

exhortations that brought Bethlehem close to Culpeper.  

Visitors heard the Gospel truth ringing in their ears - "It's 

all about Jesus!"                         continued on page 12 
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From the Pastorôs Desk 
 

 

All those 50 or better are invited to 
be a part of the Culpeper Senior                     

Ministry!  Come for the learning, speakers,     
bible study, food, fellowship, laughter and        
humor.  We would love for you to join us! 
Please bring a friend. During this month,     
Pastor Brad will be leading a series on the     

different Christian Denominations. For      
Tuesday Lunch & Learnings, please bring a 
dish to share. Here is a schedule of events. 

 

 

Care Giver Support Group  

The Care Giver Support Group gathers every 

Wednesday from 1pm-2:30pm. This group is 

open to anyone who is caring for a friend or 

loved one.   

It makes no difference on the health issues- all 

are welcome!   This is a chance for discussion,  

venting, developing supportive relationships, 

and learning. Home Instead is there to offer  free 

respite care to those being cared for.  So, you 

can come to the support group and bring your 

loved one for care.  What a  fantastic deal!  If 

you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

February 1 @ 1:00 Lunch & Learning 

February 3 @ 1:00 Senior Worship 

February 4 @ 12:15 Senior Movie 

February 8 @ 1:00 Lunch & Learning 

February 10 @ 1:00 Senior Worship 

February 11 @ 12:15 Senior Movie 

February 15 @ 1:00 Lunch & Learning 

February 17 @ 1:00 Senior Worship 

February 18 @ 12:15 Senior Movie 

February 22 @ 1:00 Lunch & Learning 

February 24 @ 1:00 Senior Worship 

February 25 @ 12:15 Senior Movie  

When I was a pastor in Upstate New York, 
February was always the most difficult month.  
Why?  Because it was about half way through 
the winter, and we hadn't seen the sun shining 
for a long time.  Where we lived, it could start 
snowing in October and not end until May. By 
the time February rolled around, people were 
upset, frustrated, edgy, and had short fuses.         
Because of the lack of sun light, seasonal    
depression was a real thing. And in our      
spiritual lives, if we do not have contact with 
the God's SON, our Savior Jesus Christ, weôre 
not going to be feeling very well, are we?  As 
Jesus says in John 8:12, "I am the Light of 
the world . Whoever follows me will have 
the light of life and will never walk in     
darkness."   Jesus is our shinning light who 

brings hope, joy,    forgiveness, love, peace, 
and salvation  into our souls.  Only Jesus can 
do this, so that's why our believing hearts need 
to revolve around God's SON.  So, how can  

we experience the SON and his   radiating  
light into our lives?  We can see the SON in 
the Word, where Jesus has been  revealed to 
us as Lord and  Savior.  We can see the SON 
whenever there is healing  because the       
disease and darkness will no longer have a 
foot hold in our living.  We can see the SON in 
worship, where believers come together 
through the Holy Spirit to praise and thank   
God for all the blessings he has provided us.  
And we can see the SON when we tell and 
show others the saving love in the name of 
Christ.  This does not have to be a difficult 

February for you and me.  May our hearts be 
open to God's only SON, Jesus Christ, and be 
engulfed by his light that is always shining 

upon us.   

 In Jesus love, Pastor Brad  

òSeeing The Sonó 
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Happy New Year from your Church Council. 

2010 was a busy year for Reformation and the 

Church Council. We thank John Mazuch and 

Tracy Miller for their service for the past 

three years and welcome Pat Wittich and Ruth 

Lohmeyer as newly elected members. Elections 

were held for Council officers at our            

December meeting. Your new officers are: 

Dewey McDonnell, President; Brent Keith, Vice     

President; and Lois Brobst, Secretary.          

Appointed positions are: Brenda Barb, Financial 

Secretary; Bill Powell, Treasurer; and Lorraine 

Carter, Recording Secretary.  

2011 will be a busy year. We hope to have a new 

lease finalized shortly and will bring that       

information to you as soon as negotiations are 

complete.  

We look forward to our first 5th Sunday   

Worship Service on January 30th and our   

Congregational meeting of Annual Reports, 

scheduled for Sunday, February 13th at 

12:45pm. We hope to see all of you there.  

Council is also planning a retreat on February 

27th from 1:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the local  

Holiday Inn Express. We look forward to   

sharing this time with Committee Chairs and 

using this time to refocus and revitalize the 

direction of our congregation, especially in light 

of our new association with the NALC.  

Please remember that we serve for you and if 

you have any questions or concerns we are    

always available. 

Lois Brobst, Secretary  

 

 

 

 

 

The òSouperó Bowl for Caringó will take place 

on Sunday, February 6th.  A free will          

offering will be taken that morning for The 

Manna Ministry.  

 

In addition, we will be doing a canned food 

drive the same morning for the Culpeper Food 

Closet. Please consider supporting one or both 

of these wonderful ministries.  

 

 

 

 

The Menõs Ministry of Reformation Lutheran 

Church will gather for breakfast, prayer and   

bible study on Saturday, February 12th at 8am at 

Country Cookinõ. We want all men and boys to 

join us-why not bring a friend with you? We 

have some large upcoming projects including 

the Shrove Tuesday Spaghetti Dinner and the 

Digginõ In Virginia Meal we are working on.  

 

We congratulate the new 2011 elected officers 

including: Dan Moore-Leader, Ken Schwenzer-

Vice Leader, Dave òNigeló Anderson-Secretary, 

and Tim Rinker-Treasurer. 
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Our altar colors have turned to green and 

our scripture texts all relate to Jesus, the 

Christ as the Light of the world. The gospel 

for this season comes to us from the Book of        

Matthew. The gospel lessons for this year of 

2011 will focus on Matthew with texts          

interspersed from the Book of John as well.  

Looking ahead, we will be offering a single  

combined service at 10am in the months 

which have five Sundays. Our planned 

schedule: Sun. January 30 celebrating our 

membership with the North American        

Lutheran Church; Sun. May 22, Annual   

Outdoor service under the tent on our 29 

South lakeside property; Sunday July 24, the 

annual end of VBS week picnic; and finally 

Sunday, October 30th our annual                

Reformation Day Celebration. 

Some things to note- the tent service is      

earlier this year in the hopes that it will not 

be so hot also the VBS picnic is on the fourth 

Sunday and will be held here at church, patio 

style with room for games. You will hear 

more about this from the VBS planning staff.  

We leave you with this: please mark your 

calendars for fifth Sunday combined worship 

services and consider serving the Worship 

and Music ministry with members of your 

family.  

Again, HAPPY 2011 AND HAPPY CHURCH 

YEAR.  

Ada Foster, chairperson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY 2011!  The calendar year has just    

begun and we certainly govern our lives by it 

to keep up with what to do and when to do it. 

As Lutherans however, we also observe the 

Church Year which  began November 28th, 

2010 with the first Sunday in Advent.  

We have since observed the Season of    

Christmas which began with Christmas Eve 

and continued up to the Baptism of Our Lord 

Sunday on January 9th.  

SOME of the moments which made this 

Christmas season memorable and meaningful 

was the presence of so many families in     

worship and  the families who served at the 

worship services together as acolytes, lectorôs, 

usherôs and communion assistants.  

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen in his weekly TV  

broadcasts often stated, ñthe family which 

prays together, stays together.ò We would like 

to add, óthe family which serves together stays 

togetherô.  

What could be a more meaningful use of time 

and talents than for members of oneôs  family 

serving together at worship? We encourage 

you to  get more involved in the life and     

ministry of Reformation by serving Worship  

& Music about once a month together with 

family. It is truly a spiritually rewarding and 

binding experience. At this writing, we are in 

the Epiphany season, the third season of the 

Church Year.  
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Mark your calendars now as the 

Womenõs Ministry needs your help 

again, We will be having our 2nd      

fundraiser bake sale on Wednesday, 

March 30th at Germanna Community 

College to raise funds to support our   

in-house and out reach missions. We 

would like to have donations of whole 

pies (either fruit or pecan. No cream or 

meringue as there is no refridgeration 

available); cakes (either homemade or 

boxed mix, preferably in 9x13 pan with 

a see through lid); pans of brownies, 

loaf cakes/bread or fudge. All          

containers must be disposable. Please 

label your item so we know what kind it 

is, especially if it has nuts in it.  

During the first couple weeks of March, 

we will be calling to get a commitment 

from you of the type of item you will be 

donating. Baked goods can be dropped 

off at the church on Tuesday, March 

29th from 5:00 -6:00 pm or Wednesday, 

March 30th from 3:00 -3:30 pm. For 

more information, please call Rose   

Kendrick at 540 -439 -4111 or Lois 

Brobst at 540 -829 -0585.  

Christian Ed.-Youth Ministry 

òYouth In Christ-A Year in         

Reviewó 

Our Youth this year began with a change in 

leadership. Lorraine Carter came on board mid 

year to assist Dewey. The highlights include: 

In January, about 205 youth and leaders         

attended òAcquire the Fireó in Richmond. It 

was a great opportunity to fellowship and bond     

together. Due to weather, the programs were 

cut short, but ATF was gracious enough to     

extend a complimentary opportunity for our 

group to attend in Baltimore later in the year. In 

February, we began our òGrowing in Graceó 

teaching series which culminated with a trip to 

òEbenezar Heightsó greenhouse in March. In 

April the youth were invited by Dr. Powell to 

learn about how to do òLasagna Gardeningó at 

her peoperty. In May, we attended ATF in           

Baltimmore. We were rekindled in our       

friendships and had a great time. In the Fall, we 

began Dave Ramseyõs òGeneration Changeó 

stewardship series. It was an eye-opening series 

that challenged the youth to learn the tools    

necessary to become good stewards of the 

òrichesó God bestows in our lives. They learned 

eack week that they can become òwealthyó in 

the Spirit and thereby be successful in the world. 

In the Fall, the youth were asked to take on the 

highway cleanup that Reformation sponsors 

along Mountain Run Lake Rd. About 15 youth 

spent 3 hours walking the long stretch of road 

picking up trash.  In November we did another 

highway cleanup  In December several of our 

youth participated in òNight In Bethlehemó We 

are looking forwad to another fun filled year! 
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reformation this month?  

 

 

 

Many bible studies continue and are growing at 

Reformation. Why not come and study Godõs 

Living Word? Here are some choices to choose 

froméé. 

-Sunday Mornings 9:30am (Genesis) 

-Tuesday 7:00pm (Crossroads Bible Study) 

-Wednesday Mornings 11:00am (Acts) 

-Wednesday 7:00pm (Gospel of  John) 

-Thursday 1:00pm (Gospel of  Mark) 

-Saturdays: (Check specific dates) 

 Menõs Breakfast 8:00am (Acts) 

 Womenõs Breakfast 9:00am (Prayer Coffee) 

 Praise Worship 6:00pm (Prophet Isaiah) 

The Annual Meeting of                

Reformation Lutheran Church will 

take place on Sunday, February 

13th at 12:45pm. The purpose of 

this meeting is to go over the 2010 

Ministry and look forward to how 

Jesus is leading Reformation into 

the future. Following the meting, 

we will be having a pot luck lunch. 

Please bring a dish to pass. 

Shrove Tuesday Spaghetti Dinnerï  

The Menôs Ministry Annual Shrove Tuesday          

Spaghetti Dinner is scheduled for Tuesday, March 8th 

from 5:00-7:00 pm in the churchôs Fellowship Hall. A 

free will offering will be accepted. The dinner will 

include spaghetti with sauce, salad, bread, desert and 

drink. Come for a good time of fellowship. Shrove 

Tuesday, also known as ñFat Tuesdayò, is the last day 

before Lent.  Traditionally, it is the final day of 

ñMardi Grasò, where people eat and party heartily     

before the repentant and                                                  

reflective season of 

Lent. 

White Weekend: The Church Council has 

designated that the third weekend of  each 

month be òWhite Weekendó. We are asking 

the members and friends of  Reformation 

to bring in toilet  

paper and paper 

towels. These items 

would be used 

throughout the 

building, as we have 

a great need.        

Receiving these items would cut our costs, 

and be helpful for our ministry. Thank you 

for your consideration and participation in 

òWhite Weekend.ó 

 

 

 

Confirmation Class will meet on the       

Saturdayõs of February 12th and 19th from 

10:00-11:00am. All those Youth 6th Grade 

and above are          

welcome. We are      

currently studying The 

Apostleõs Creed. 


