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òA Night in Bethlehem was such a huge                

success! There were over 650 visitors that 

were welcomed to experience the excitement 

of the birth of Jesus. A very special Thank 

you from the RLC family to Lilja Powell and the 

over 80 volunteers for a remarkable                         

performance and experience. If you missed 

this wonderful outreach program, take a walk 

through Bethlehem in this edition.  
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       òChanged by His Loveó 

Since we are coming upon February 2nd, I 

want to share with you about one of my  

favorite movies, òGroundhog Dayó. 

In this movie, Bill Murray plays a             

weatherman from Pittsburgh, PA. who is 

forced to report from Punxsutawney, PA. 

about Groundhog Day, and its famous         

resident òPunxsutawney Philó. Unfortunately, 

Murrayõs character is an arrogant, mean, 

sarcastic, self - centered guy believing that 

he is Godõs gift to women. 

Because of his poor attitude he never gets 

to leave Groundhog Day. Each morning, when 

he wakes, he lives the same day over and 

over again. At first, he lives life very  

recklessly - doing whatever he wants. But as 

time goes on, he literally begins to change. 

He started to be open to the love and  

kindness of others, as he himself begin to 

love and serve. At the end of the film, he 

is fully transformed - and understands the 

meaning of real love and hope in his life. 

Now, he is ready to òmove onó to the next 

day! 

Ironically, you and I can experience the 

same thing.  

But first, we must realize the condition of 

our own hearts. They are dark, wicked,  

sinful,  controlling, devious, and selfish. Itõs 

so easy to only care about ourselves and our 

own needs. However, love and forgiveness is 

on the way - through Jesus Christ of      

Nazareth! As it is written in Romans 5:6 - 8, 

òFor when we were still helpless, Christ died 

for the wicked at the time that God chose. 

It is a difficult thing someone to die for a 

righteous person. It may even be that 

someone might dare to die for a good              

person. But God as shown us how much he 

loves usñit was while we were still sinners 

that Christ died for us!ó 

In this month of Valentines, when we center 

on human love, and as we begin Lent, when 

we focus on Godõs great love for us by 

sending Jesus to be our Savior, it starts to 

òsink inó on how our own hearts and souls 

can be transformed by the Lordõs love for 

you, me, and all humanity. And as we are 

truly touched by the saving love of Christ, 

we will feel compelled to share this love 

with others through witness service and  

action.  

In òGroundhog Dayó, the love and generosity 

of others changed Bill Murrayõs character. I 

hope that the love and generosity of God in 

Jesus Christ will profoundly change our own 

loves for good.  

Let us begin to open to love. Let us seek 

the love. Let us share the love. The eternal 

love of Jesus of Nazareth!  

In Jesus life changing love,  

Pastor Brad  

From the Pastorôs Desk 
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The Culpeper Adult Ministry for those          

mature adults 50 and better continues each 

week at Reformation. On Tuesdayõs we have 

the òLunch & Learningó program at 1:00pm. 

We begin with a pot luck, and have an         

educational speaker. On Thursdayõs at 

1:00pm, we offer a òSenior Worshipó. This 

30 minutes service includes singing, prayer, 

bible study and Holy Communion. Senior 

Adult University is held on Fridayõs at 

11:00am. Pastor Brad is currently teaching 

a class on the òCivil War- 1861ó. All these 

programs are free ñ- please bring a friend.  

 

 

 

 

Again, Reformation has been blessed with 

several new members at the beginning of 

2012. We welcome John & Diane                     

Vanderhoof, John Kelly and Amanda & AJ 

Stoltzfus. May they continue their                  

discipleship journey with Jesus in our              

congregation, as they will be a blessing to 

our church!  

 

 

The band òCaptive Freeó will be coming 

back to Reformation on February 5 - 8. On 

February 7, they will be giving a Family 

Night Performance at the church at 7pm. 

òCaptive Freeó is a traveling band from a 

larger organization called, òYouth                     

Encounteró. Youth Encounter has bands 

which go around the whole United States 

sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Whole they are in Culpeper, they will be 

going around the community visiting 

schools, nursing homes, and other care                

facilities. For the Family Night Program, 

they will be singing, doing puppets/shits, 

and witnessing Jesusõ great love for us. 

We are in need of host homes for these 

òCaptive Freeó band members. If you can 

help, please speak with Pastor Brad.  

 

 

 

On February 21 - March 2, a           

group of  Reformation members along with 

others across the world will be traveling 

to the Holy Land, Israel. They will be 

seeing many important biblical sites on 

their trip. Those going include: Pat           

Wittich, Ken & Marti Schwenzer, Pastor 

Brad & his mother, Janice Hales. While 

Pastor Brad is away, please call Church 

Council President Brent Keith for any  

pastoral needs or emergencies.  


