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Reformationõs church council members and 

chairperson of committees and ministries met 

for a Vision Retreat during the afternoon and 

evening of Sunday, February 27th.                  

Reformationõs many changes during the past 3 

years and new association with the North 

American Lutheran Church were reasons for 

holding the retreat. 

Time was spent discussing Godõs design, His 

calling and purpose for Reformationñwhat will 

or what do we want Reformation to look like in 

2015 and beyond. To help with the decision 

making, small groups identified core values 

which are held by Reformation. The list of      

values were studied in large group sessions and 

it was determined that Reformation's four Key 

Values are: 

1. Proclaiming Godõs Word=Christ Focused-

Evangelical Mission Driven 

2. Generosity and Shared Ministry 

3. Spiritual Enrichment and Growth trough 

Liturgy (worship), Sacraments and         

Meaningful Bible Study 

4. Relationship, Friendliness & Acceptance-

involvement of many through Shared      

Ministry 

The discussions and exercises completed at the 

retreat will be used by the council in planning 

Reformationõs future. Always seeking to follow 

the guidance and pull of the Holy Spirit. 

Written by: Ruth Lohmeyer 
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The Culpeper Adult Ministry continues to sponsor 
many opportunities for those 50 and older in the 
community. Each Tuesday at 1:00pm we have a 
program called òLunch and Learningó. We provide 
an educational speaker and have a pot luck      
luncheon. Every Thursday at 1:00pm we sponsor a 
òSenior Worshipó. This 30 minute service includes 
singing, prayer, bible study and Holy Communion. 
And on Fridays at 12:15pm, we sponsor a òSenior 
Movieó. All these events are FREE!!! Please look 
forward to more upcoming older adult ministry 
events! 

 

 

 

 

Want to go to Israel??? 

RLC is planning a trip to Israel in           

January/February 2012. The cost will be at 

least $3,000 per person. If  you have any      

interest at all, please speak with Pastor Brad! 

 "Hope In The Midst Of  Grief"  
      It was March 16, 2004, seven years ago.  This was  
the day that my dad, Dennis Hales died, and went   
home to heaven with Jesus. 
      I still miss him very much.  I miss his voice.  I miss 
the smell of his Brute Aftershave.  I miss his positive 
and optimistic attitude.  I miss his great love and        
encouragement towards me.  If you've ever lost a loved 
one, you know exactly what I'm talking about. It's true 
that time can slowly heal a grieving heart, though,  it 
doesn't mean that you'll stop missing that person.  But 
as believers in the Lord, we can still experience 
hope even in the midst of grief. And our hope alone is 
in the living and resurrected Jesus Christ of                
Nazareth. And that's exactly what were going to          
celebrate this Easter! 
      I can't imagine all the sadness and hurt that Jesusõ 
family and disciples must have felt when they saw their 
son, their sibling and their Lord crucified on the 
cross. I'm sure they greatly mourned his death.  But 
what jubilation and excitement there was when they   
realized that Christ had risen from the dead and was 
alive.  They were able to experience hope in the midst  
of sadness.  Thankfully, you and I have that same       
opportunity each day.  In fact, we should be                          
celebrating Easter everyday! 
      There is not one of us who already has, or will go 
through the losses of life.  It's part of living.  But       
instead of these varied losses getting the best of us, we 
do have a place to turn for comfort, strength, and love- 
Jesus Christ. Through his resurrection, we know that 
Christ is of the living.  In Matthew 28:20, the                 
resurrected Jesus said to his disciples, "I will be with 
you always until the end of the age."  Christ may not be 
with us physically, but is definitely with us through the 
Holy Spirit. And we can always cling to him through 
FAITH! 
      As has been done for over 2000 years, we will again 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus.  But I pray that it 
won't be a "one day event."  We can celebrate Jesus  
living each day of our lives, and depend on the Lord 
especially in times of hurt and loss.  Indeed, we do not 
grieve as those who have no hope.  Because our hope   
is in the risen savior! 
      Happy Easter! 
      In Jesus love, 
      Pastor Brad  


