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Good morning! The Bible tells us that the message Jesus preached was that the 
Kingdom of God had arrived. Yesterday we began to look at what it actually means 
to incorporate the Kingdom of God into our daily living. When Jesus arrived on the 
scene, the Kingdom of God suddenly had a name and a face---Jesus of Nazareth. 
Jesus was not very concerned with scheduling issues; He was not concerned with 
standing up for His rights; He was not concerned with satisfying His ego. He 
didn’t risk His life---He gave His life. In doing things the way He did, Jesus 
demonstrated for us what He wants us to do---and it is very impractical! This 
morning, let’s take a few more steps in as we read the next few verses: 
  
“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same?  If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others?   
  
Matt 5:43-47 
  
How about that? I always find it interesting that Jesus never said, “Don’t have any 
enemies.” He knows that we will have enemies---after all, Jesus had enemies. Many 
people hated Jesus. Instead, He instructed His followers (us) to love their enemies. 
Can you imagine what life would be like if all Christians loved their enemies? As I 
listen to the political discourse by Christians (on the Left and the Right) in this 
election season, I don’t hear a lot of love. It all sounds pretty much like the world to 
me. Jesus says, “For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 
not even the tax collectors do the same? If you greet only your brothers, what more 
are you doing than others?” You and I have a higher calling than the world does. If 
we claim to be redeemed, people will look for evidence of that redemption in the way 
we live. The rest of the world is watching to see whether or not the Kingdom of God 
is demonstrated in the things we say and do. How does the Kingdom of God look 
and sound as we talk about those with whom we disagree politically? As Jesus lived 
out His mission, people could see that He was different from other leaders; in fact, 
He was different from everyone else. When our lives look different, when we look 
and sound more like Jesus, the rest of the world notices. Nobody cares if I am a 
religious Republican or a religious Democrat but they will notice if I give up my 
rights—my right to have more stuff, my right to have free time, my right to have 
money or power or influence--- in order to help someone else. What about you this 
morning? How do people know that the Kingdom of God has come…into your life? 
 


