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Good morning!  Are you under the Law or are you under Grace this morning? Have 
you ever heard this question before? It is a popular question in Christian circles, in 
spite of the fact that it is a false dichotomy. A false dichotomy (or false dilemma) is 
when an argument presents only two options and ignores other alternatives. Christians 
are often told they must choose between law and grace. It sounds pretty spiritual---but 
it’s not biblical at all! The truth is that Christians need both grace and law. This 
morning, let’s take a closer look at this concept together and see if we can increase our 
understanding of how they operate together in our lives: 

  

“Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the Law of Moses or 
the writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose. I tell you the truth, 
until heaven and earth disappear, not even the smallest detail of God’s law will 
disappear until its purpose is achieved. So if you ignore the least commandment and 
teach others to do the same, you will be called the least in the Kingdom of Heaven. But 
anyone who obeys God’s laws and teaches them will be called great in the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” Matt. 5:17-19 

  

Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love 
your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. For the commandments 
say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not murder. You must not steal. You 
must not covet.” These—and other such commandments—are summed up in this one 
commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to others, so 
love fulfills the requirements of God’s law. Romans 13:8-10 

  

In these two passages we see that Jesus and the apostles didn’t teach that we must 
choose between law and grace; they taught that we are responsible to both law and 
grace. You’ve probably heard people say that “love is blind”… and it’s true! Law must 
be the eyes of love and love must drive our obedience to the law. Here's what I mean: 
To want to love someone---whether God or our neighbor--- doesn’t tell us how to do it. 
It is only as we obey God’s law that we can truly act in love. In today’s first passage, 
Jesus affirms that the law will last forever, saying, “Until heaven and earth disappear, 
not even the smallest detail of God’s law will disappear until its purpose is achieved. 
“Does that sound like He’s getting rid of the law? In our second passage, Paul shows 
us that the way to love our neighbor means that we don’t commit adultery with them; 
we don’t steal from them; we don't murder them, or covet their stuff. In other words, 
loving other people means embracing the law as it relates to how we treat them. Jesus 
doesn’t say that loving people cancels those law-based prohibitions; in fact, our most 
loving service to others is not how we feel about them but how we obey God’s law in 
the way we treat them. So let me ask the question again: Are you under the Law or are 
you under Grace this morning? The answer should be…Yes! 


