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Good morning! Last Sunday we celebrated Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on the disciples. Pentecost means fifty days, and we New Testament 
believers celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit to the Church fifty days after 
Easter. This event is also sometimes called the Birthday of the Church. In my 
experience, the Holy Spirit is the most misunderstood member of the Trinity. We 
have some kind of understanding about what a Father is and what a Son is but 
we are very weak in our understanding of what a Spirit is, right? And yet, the 
Holy Spirit is the Person of the Godhead you and I encounter first.  Jesus said, 
“I’m going away and I’m going to send you a Helper.” The Spirit is the Helper you 
and I encounter when we have an encounter with God. When Jesus ascended, 
He left the disciples with some instructions; let’s listen in on those instructions 
together this morning: 

  

“And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father promised. But stay here in 
the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven.” Then 
Jesus led them to Bethany, and lifting his hands to heaven, he blessed them. 
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven. 

  

Luke 24:49-51 

  

Isn’t that a fascinating passage? I’ve marveled at this verse a lot of times! Jesus 
had completed His mission. Now, He told them to wait there in the city of 
Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit so that they would be filled with “power from 
heaven”. Do you think they had any understanding at all of what He wanted them 
to do, or of what they should expect? Jesus told them to wait…but for what? For 
the Holy Spirit. How would they know when the Holy Spirit came? What would 
the Spirit be like? They didn’t know. On the day of Pentecost these disciples 
were waiting. They didn’t really know what they were waiting for but Jesus had 
told them to wait, so surely they would know if they got it, right?  We are familiar 
with what happened when the Spirit came because we’ve read it many times but 
these disciples had never read it. They didn’t have a plan. They weren’t even 
trying to come up with a plan. They were waiting. If you want God to move in 
your life in a supernatural way, sometimes you will have to be willing to wait for 
Him, not knowing what will happen. Can you trust God that way? Maybe you are 
waiting now. God has spoken to you about your future and you know something 
will happen but you don't know what it's going to look like. Let me encourage you 
to settle in. Wait expectantly. Wait faithfully. Wait prayerfully. God will move in 
His own timing...wait for Him! 


