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Good morning! This week we have been enjoying God's goodness as we 
have been considering together the subject of God's amazing grace. We 
saw that God's grace is based solely on His own sovereign purpose, not on 
anything that you and I can do. As our friend Alda is so fond of saying, we 
can't do anything to make Him love us more...and we can't do anything to 
make Him love us less, either! God loves us out of the bottomless reservoir 
of His grace. Yesterday we read that God's grace is a gift to cover our sin 
and it is also the source of our good works. God's grace is "the root and not 
the fruit"....it is the transforming power that enables us to do good works for 
Him. This morning, let's go a little further in and look together at another 
aspect of God's grace: 

  

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  I 
Cor. 1:3 

  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 2 Cor.:13-14 

  

From these passages, so often found in Paul's writings, we understand that 
grace is not just the gift that saves and the source of our good works; it's 
also the power of God’s Presence --with a capital "P"--at work in our lives. 
Grace is not just something that we believe; it is something we experience, 
too! That's why Paul opens nearly all of his letters by saying “grace be to 
you” as in todays first passage and ends by saying “grace be with you,” as 
he says in the second passage. Paul always wants the believers to whom 
he is writing to continue to experience that grace, to know God's ongoing 
gracious power as it moves in and through their lives. He wants them to 
experience God's Presence so they will have the spiritual power to live in a 
way that pleases Him. Hey, I'm not an apostle, but I want this for all of my 
readers, too! "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all." Amen! 

 


