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Good morning! This week we have been considering the deep---in fact, the 
bottomless-- well of God's grace. Yesterday we considered the 
essential fact that God’s grace is free---you and I can’t earn it--- and it is not 
based on how good or bad we are. There’s nothing we can do to make us 
more desirable to God.  God’s grace is given based on the sovereignty of 
God’s choice. He does the choosing! Morning, let’s dial it down a little and 
look together at two passages which can help us see this more clearly: 

  

But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace 
would no longer be grace. Rom. 11:6 

  

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Eph. 2:10 

  

These two passages, both written by Paul, go together so well! They show 
us the contrast between being justified and being sanctified. The 
word justified is easily remembered because it makes us, as my friend Rev. 
Cottoms has said, "Just as if I'd never sinned." In the first passage, we see 
that in justification, grace is separate from works. We are not justified by 
what we do. The only thing that can make me "just as if I had never 
sinned", is God's free grace, given to us in Christ Jesus. In the second 
passage, we read that we have been "created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them." So 
God’s grace is the source of our good works. This means that while we 
have been saved by God's grace and not by our works, we have been 
saved by grace to do good works. We could say that good works are "the 
fruit, not the root" of God’s saving grace at work in our lives. Have you been 
saved by God's amazing grace? God has prepared some good works for 
you to do...so get to it! 

 


