
Morning Greeting  By Dave Lambert  04-08-16 

 

 

Good morning! Pam and I have been very fortunate over the years to have sat under 
some very good preaching and teaching. By "very good" I mean substantial, biblical 
teaching with content. Teachers and preachers are often considered "good" if their 
message is uplifting and make us feel good about ourselves and others. That kind of 
preaching, as we read few weeks ago in Jeremiah's day, is popular but can be 
misleading. Some preaching must confront us. The Kingdom of God is more than 
feeling self-satisfied or happy that everyone is OK. Today's interesting passage, 
taken from the New Testament, comes from a person who was suffering. Let's read it 
together this morning: 

  

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient 
endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of 
God and the testimony of Jesus. On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard 
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet. 

  

Rev. 1:9-10a 

 

This passage comes early in a book that has, over the past 150 years or so, 
become almost universally misunderstood and distorted. In fact, the distortions are 
now so common that, in some Christian groups they are received as orthodox. The 
Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ is often thought to have been written as a 
prophecy for future generations with no immediate application to the first century 
Christians to whom it was actually written but it was written to seven specific Christian 
communities in a specific time and place to encourage them as they entered a 
protracted period of persecution and suffering. It has ramifications though, for all 
generations, including our own generation. John, the writer, was living in exile on a 
small Greek island in the Aegean Sea, called Patmos. By the way, we should note 
here that leaders, including apostolic leaders, do not get a free pass from 
suffering. John wasn't enjoying a vacation in the islands; he was imprisoned on Patmos 
for his testimony of Jesus. In today's passage, he tells his readers several things he 
was "in"--- he was a companion---our companion-- in suffering. He was our 
companion in patient endurance. He indicates that suffering and patient endurance are 
ours when we are in Jesus. Finally, he was in the Spirit. When you are in Jesus and in 
the Spirit you will still have to learn to accept being in suffering and in patient 
endurance as part of the package. I want to encourage you this morning that if you are 
busy claiming the promises, to claim this one too. Do you want to follow Jesus? Learn 
to suffer for Him...believe it or not, that's part of God's will for you...and it's the happiest 
way! 

 

 


