
Morning Greeting  By Dave Lambert  03-29-16  
 
 
Good morning! I often tell the story of the preacher who, coming to the end of his 
sermon, gave an altar call: “Whoever wants to go to heaven, raise your 
hand!”  The entire congregation raised their hands...except one man. Again, he 
said, “Whoever wants to go to heaven, raise your hand!”  Again, the entire 
congregation raised their hands...except that same man. Irritated, the preacher 
walked over to the man and asked, “Sir, why don't you want to go to heaven 
when you die?” “When I die?” the man responded, “Sure! I thought you were 
getting up a group to go right now!” Are you ready to go? This morning, let’s 
examine two passages which offer wonderful and enduring hope to the believer 
in Christ Jesus: 
  
But I will see Your face in righteousness; when I awake, I will be satisfied with 
Your presence. Psa. 17:15 
  
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, shall give me on that Day — and not to me only, but unto all 
those also who love His appearing. 2 Tim. 4:8 
  
One of the greatest comforts of following Jesus is that we will spend eternity with 
Him... and I’m looking forward to it.  Payne Best, a captured British secret service 
agent, told about Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s last sermon, preached to his fellow 
prisoners: 
 “Pastor Bonhoeffer held a little service and spoke to us in a manner which 
reached the hearts of all, finding just the right words to express the spirit of our 
imprisonment and the thoughts and resolutions which it had brought. He had 
hardly finished his last prayer when the door opened and two evil-looking men in 
civilian clothes came in and said: “Prisoner Bonhoeffer, get ready to come with 
us.” Those words “come with us”—for all prisoners they had come to mean one 
thing only—the scaffold. We bade him good-bye—he drew me aside—“This is 
the end,” he said. “For me, the beginning of life.” I love this, don't you? Here we 
see Bonhoeffer living out his faith where the rubber hits the road--- in the 
Flossenberg Concentration Camp. He continues to impact the world today, not 
because he was a compelling speaker or had lots of interesting stories, but 
because his faith was deep and real. It was so real that it overflowed into the 
lives of people around him. This morning I want to encourage you to live out the 
reality of your faith, living it into the lives of people around you. Jesus is real and 
eternal life is real. Today, and every day… live redemptively! 


