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 Good morning! How do you think about the material world around you? Do you even 
think much about it? We live on a planet that seems to be specifically made to support 
the kind of creatures we are. We could not breathe if it had a different atmosphere. If it 
were much warmer or colder, we couldn’t survive. Plants and animals, including us, 
would be instantly destroyed with just a little bit of tweaking. Somehow though, it all 
stays in place and continues to operate. Earth is not like any of the other planets. Is it 
all just chance---or does it make sense because of God? This morning, let’s look 
together at a passage that can help us make sense of the world in which we live: 

  

Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; for His lovingkindness is everlasting. Give 
thanks to Him who alone does great wonders, for His lovingkindness is everlasting; to 
Him who made the heavens with skill, for His lovingkindness is everlasting; to Him who 
spread out the earth above the waters, for His lovingkindness is everlasting; to Him 
who made the great lights, for His lovingkindness is everlasting: the sun to rule by day, 
for His lovingkindness is everlasting, the moon and stars to rule by night, for His 
lovingkindness is everlasting.     

  

Psalm 136:1, 4–9 

  

Do you think there might be a theme hidden in this passage? There's one phrase 
repeated again and again: “For His kindness is everlasting.” The Hebrew word 
translated “kindness” in this passage is chesed.  That word, chesed, is translated 
nearly forty different ways in scripture. We don’t have an English word like it. It is 
translated variously as kindness, lovingkindness, mercy, love, and faithfulness. It 
describes the faithful kind of love that God has for His children. One way to interpret it 
is “God’s covenant-keeping faithfulness.” God’s chesed is a particular aspect of His 
character that means that when God makes a covenant He commits Himself to 
keeping it. In today’s passage we see that all creation – the sun, the moon, the stars – 
they all demonstrate the covenant-keeping faithfulness of God. The world we live in is 
not just a big rock that suddenly decided on its own to sprout plants and animals and 
work correctly. All of creation, the universe that we see, the sun and the moon and the 
stars are here because of God’s covenant-keeping faithfulness. It’s God’s chesed that 
called them into being and it’s His chesed that keeps them working. This morning---and 
every morning--give thanks to the Lord for He is good... for His lovingkindness is 
everlasting! 


