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Good morning! Over the years, we have heard a lot of teaching on church 
growth. After all, churches that are healthy should grow---but what is church 
growth, anyway? Most people, when they speak of church growth are talking 
about numbers. We want our churches---and our influence---to increase in size. 
That’s not a bad thing. Numbers are important; if they weren’t why would God 
have named a whole book of the Bible after them? But numerical growth is not 
the primary focus of New Testament teaching, either by Jesus or by Paul. Those 
leaders were after something else. This morning, let’s look at three short 
passages that can help us to get a handle on what real church growth is all 
about: 
  
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 
Luke 2:52 
  
Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. 
Hebrews 5:8 
  
“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you 
will have tribulation. But take heart, I have overcome the world”. John 16:33 
  
These three passages illuminate the application of God’s truth in our lives, by 
seeing it operating in Jesus’ life and earthly ministry. In the first passage, we read 
that Jesus “increased in wisdom and stature”. I’ve wondered at that verse a lot of 
times! What does it mean, anyway? Wasn’t Jesus already perfect? Yes, Jesus 
was perfect, but evidently at His human birth, He was not fully equipped with 
wisdom. In the second passage we read that Jesus “learned obedience through 
what He suffered.” Have you ever learned obedience through suffering? When 
we willingly accept suffering for Jesus’ sake, you and I learn obedience, too. 
Finally, in the third passage, Jesus says, “I have overcome the world.” You and I 
are like Jesus in that way, too--we too can grow and we too can overcome the 
world. As we grow in grace, we grow into Christ and we begin to learn how to 
handle life’s challenges—not by religious will power, but with righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5), 
instructs us to engage the world with humility, under God’s discipline, hungering 
for righteousness, giving mercy, with a pure heart, and with a desire for peace. 
When we do that, we can then accept the suffering, which may still follow. You 
and I can live our lives forgiving and loving our enemies and being willing to do 
well to them, even when they do not do well to us. That’s practical Christianity; 
that's real church growth…and that’s the Kingdom of God!	  


